THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
which determined all important trends in history. That
is the theory which we have discussed and subjected
to examination in this study.
The question is : In what way did man's economic
activity influence and determine his development ? We
know that man produced commodities or goods in order
to satisfy his needs. This is as true of a troop of savages
in the diluvian period as of the capitalistic society of the
United States. Men's needs increase with the growth
of civilisation, production expands with them and pro-
ceeds by ever more complicated methods.
Although no record from these remote times has
reached us we may be certain that man from the begin-
ning had to compete with wild beasts and with hostile
human beings for food and shelter. In this struggle,
primitive man, without natural arms and clothing,
lacking the strength and speed of many of his com-
petitors and the fecundity of others, was severely handi-
capped and, for this reason, was only able to exist by
combining together in troops and tribes. Even thus
he would have proved no match for the formidable pre-
datory beasts of that period, had he not been able to
avail himself of his intellectual endowments and con-
sequent power of combination and invention. It was
by his mental abilities that he was able to survive his
dangerous enemies, and by this same quality he was
enabled to develop economically.
In order to follow this development, it is necessary
to realise that only a few of man's needs are of a primary
nature: his need of food and shelter and his sexual
appetites. So far, man is in much the same situation
as the animals. All further needs are created by his
intellect. Some one man must have been the first to
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